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WEDDING planning as a paid
‘profession’ has become &
dream job for many people. To
them, helping couples organise
their nuptials is a sacred task,
one with an addad bonus .

. the happiness they gain by
helping others, writes Sara
Chan.

WHENEVER a coupls decide to
el marriod nsadye sually there are
wodding planmess |irking i the wimgs. A1
one time ihe planness woiald be nends
o ieiatives the bride and proom -
thviver with 5 sstural gl Tod orgsning

a wvesiful event when siked and

oot iy
Semmbays couples, aad evpecadly thew
Famsibies, realise the benefite of Riring &
ihe weuding planner
byn chen bhe b Thas Iufe ol caredl i
interviewed o expericnced “(‘:I.ETH;
Manners, Wiyman Kwoel and Kelly Lee,
graduates of the Wedding Minagement
Academy (HK):

paid profesuisnal

ES: Can vou deicnibe vour job as a
wodding planses”

Wayman: The term “wedding planner® i
Just 2 name. Actimlly we can play many
robes in o weddemg, For example, we are
the designers who decorate the wedding
hall and ¢reate the theme [or our clients.
W sire also financial planmen who advise
the client on how to draw up the best
budgel. We can also act as the masier
of ceremunies, who controls the fow of
an evenl. And we can alio provide the
photographers as well as the vidoos and
il prctures of the cvent.

Sometimes we act like a middieman
who speaks on behalf of our clients 1o
their parents. As some of them are quite
eomgervative, they don't really sceept the
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® Wayman, also che photcgrapher mhong the
best shoes for the couples.

= {Loft to right):)

idea of an elaborate celebranion. Our
rode & 80 explnm o them and balanos the
interests of all sides.

ES: Tow long doos the whole process of 2
marmiage take?

Wayman: Normally it takes about I8
months o organise o wedding. Our job
begins ot betrothal We even help our
chients 10 propose. Then we will provide
the whale munge of service such s booking
o restpurant of making the wedding gown,
There arc o0 many people waiting 1o get
married, but few auspicioas days.

ES: What qualities should a wedding
planner possen

Kelly: Be organised and pay aftenlion
te detail. A wedding planner is like
& nanny to the clients. For every
single thing, we have to plan ahead
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and keep an eye on their needs.
Waymnn: Ala, be ereative. People’s ideas
of @ wedding are changing fast. Some
of our clicnts require an avani-garde
CEPTmOTY.

ES: What s the mwnt vpecial wedding tha
you hove ever seen or orgarned”?

Kelly: The one we organised in just
two months' time, We worked overnight
almost every duy during the period,
Adter the ceremony, the couple thanked
us profusely for our effors. It was the
greatest job satislaction we had found.

E5: How musch does 3 woddmg cost?
Wayman: It depends on each clicat’s
choice. It can take a huge amount of
monsy for a huorous coremony, From the
cases | have scen, S200.000 is the average
amount. If you hire & wedding planner, 1
um sure that you will gadn more than vou
cxpecied, Wedding planners uswally have
A large network of vendors that can offer
discounts. A wedding planner will provide
sound advice on this and other subjects
S5 How mary wenbdangss do y CL e
Wayman: About four or five weddings o
week in peak sensons and ome o two cach
week during off-peak times.

The wédding planner
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Kally_Angal {Programma Dureceor of th VWeddig Manugemans Acageny), an
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on Chinese culture and histary. The
dates are marked in the Chinese
calendar,

In Chinesa culture, the seventh
hurar month b eonsidered inauspicious
a8 it falls during Ghost Festival time.
Some Chinote believe ghosrs wander
the earth during that month and 5o
they should not be invited to anyone’s




